
 

GARDENING EXPERT REVEALS WHAT TO PLANT NOW 

TO HELP YOUR GARDEN SPRING INTO SUMMER 
 

● With blue skies signalling the steady arrival of spring, Brits should be looking to 

their gardens and preparing for the summer season ahead 

● To help budding gardeners, B&Q’s Head of Horticulture shares her 

comprehensive guide on what to plant when to guarantee a blooming garden  

● The three-month guide covers breaks down key jobs, expert advice, and product 

recommendations to help any garden become a haven this summer 

 

March 2025: With the days growing longer and temperatures beginning to rise, gardeners 

across Britain should be preparing to spring into summer. 

 

That is the advice from B&Q’s Head of Horticulture, Stephanie Chambers, who has 

compiled her guide to help the nation make the most of their gardens and outdoor spaces 

during these crucial spring months, so they have a haven for the coming summer. 

 

Stephanie says: “For many gardeners, the first few warm spring days mean a burst of 

excitement as they look ahead to summer parties and BBQs they will have in their garden 

over the next few months. But as we look out into our gardens, they may seem a bit 

neglected, and it’s tough to know exactly where to start when it comes to readying our 

spaces for summer. At B&Q, we’re passionate about helping the nation tackle any problem 

in the home – or garden – so it needn’t be overwhelming. Just follow this step-by-step guide 

or pop into any of our stores for advice.” 

 

Stephanie’s month by month guide to help Brits make the most of their garden 

throughout spring and into summer: 

 

APRIL 
 

Stephanie says: “With the winter weather finally behind us, it’s time to give your garden the 

gentle nudge it needs, as April is the time when your garden starts to really wake up. It’s the 

perfect moment to plant summer bedding plants and early vegetables (like potatoes and 

parsnips), and if you’re looking to bring colour to your garden, good plants to sow are 

geraniums and petunias. And don’t forget to also tend to your lawn in April with a lawn feed 

to create a strong and healthy looking lawn. 

 

At B&Q, our selection of vegetable seeds will mean you'll always find something, no matter 

how much space, time or experience you have. Preparing your soil with soil conditioner now 

will ensure a flourishing and colourful garden when summer fully arrives. Check out our 

‘grow your own’ guides for our advice on how to look after all of your different plants.” 

 

Stephanie’s key jobs for April: 

● Plant summer bedding plants 

● Sow early vegetables  

https://www.diy.com/departments/outdoor-garden/plants-seeds-bulbs/bedding-plants/DIY6000040.cat
https://www.diy.com/departments/outdoor-garden/plants-seeds-bulbs/bedding-plants/DIY6000040.cat?Plant+variety=Geranium
https://www.diy.com/departments/outdoor-garden/plants-seeds-bulbs/bedding-plants/DIY6000040.cat?Plant+variety=Petunia
https://www.diy.com/departments/westland-triple-care-lawn-treatment-granules-80m-0-27kg/5023377024856_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/outdoor-garden/plants-seeds-bulbs/seeds/DIY581227.cat
https://www.diy.com/ideas-advice/outdoor-garden/grow-your-own/PROD_hatpc_100034.htpc


 
● Refresh your soil with soil conditioner  

● Clear away winter debris and tidy up garden beds 

 

Stephanie recommends: 

 

 
 

  

Verve Lavender 2ltr 
£7 (2 for £12) 

Verve mixed 

vegetable seeds 

£5 

Verve Peat-free Multi-

purpose Compost 50L 

£6 

3 for £15 

Westland Triple Care 

Lawn treatment 

Granules 

£10 

 

MAY 

 
Stephanie says: “May is when the garden really comes alive. Without the worries of frost 

and cold damaging your plants, now is the ideal time to be in the garden, with fresh bluebells 

and roses blooming showing the signs it is well and truly spring. Dahlia & Lupins and 

summer bedding like Petunia & Geranium In a riot of colour, showing the signs that we are 

on the cusp of summer! 

 

Now is a great time to plant frost-tender vegetables like sweetcorn, pumpkins, and 

courgettes. By adding mulch you can help to improve the look of your beds whilst also 

keeping weeds at bay. May is also the perfect time to plant tomatoes which are a great 

starter vegetable if this is your first summer of growing. Alternatively sow salad crops like 

lettuce to share at the dinner table over the coming weeks! 

 

There are plenty of little jobs to be doing too - make sure to maintain a tidy lawn by mowing 

once every week or so, and if your lawn mower needs an upgrade check out this Erbauer 

167cc petrol lawnmower.  

 

Additionally, with the weather getting brighter, May is a great time to start setting up those 

inviting outdoor spaces for a summer of entertaining guests. our range of garden furniture, 

such as this Cappuccino Rattan Bistro set, will ensure your garden is the go-to spot for 

friends and family alike!” 

 

Stephanie’s key jobs for May: 

● Plant frost-tender vegetables 

● Add mulch to garden beds  

https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-mixed-vegetable-mixed-collection-vegetable-seeds/5063022553287_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-mixed-vegetable-mixed-collection-vegetable-seeds/5063022553287_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-peat-free-multi-purpose-compost-50l/5063022070326_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-peat-free-multi-purpose-compost-50l/5063022070326_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/westland-triple-care-lawn-treatment-granules-80m-0-27kg/5023377024856_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/westland-triple-care-lawn-treatment-granules-80m-0-27kg/5023377024856_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/westland-triple-care-lawn-treatment-granules-80m-0-27kg/5023377024856_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-gucio-f1-sweetcorn-seed/3663602519294_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-bambino-pumpkin-seed/3663602519072_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-kitchen-garden-courgette-seeds/1951213_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-red-woodchip-mulch-100l-bag/1585959_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/ideas-advice/how-to-grow-tomatoes/PROD_npcart_100642.art
https://www.diy.com/departments/erbauer-elmp170sp51-167cc-petrol-rotary-51cm-lawnmower/5059340124438_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/erbauer-elmp170sp51-167cc-petrol-rotary-51cm-lawnmower/5059340124438_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/goodhome-hamilton-cappuccino-rattan-effect-2-seater-bistro-set/5059340878980_BQ.prd


 
● Plant out pot grown frost tender vegetables (Including tomatoes) 

● Mow the lawn regularly 

● Set up your outdoor seating area 

 

Stephanie recommends: 

 

 
 

 

Verve Red Woodchip mulch 

100L Bag 

£12 

Erbauer 167cc petrol 

lawnmower.  

£399 

£359 

Verve Tomato 'Gardener's 

Delight' Vegetable Seeds 

£280 

 

JUNE 
 

Stephanie says: “By June, the fruits of your labours will be paying off and your garden 

should be beginning to feel like the haven you want it to. With any luck there will be plenty of 

good weather, however do bear in mind that this is when weeds will be at their strongest too, 

so stock up on a glyphosate-free weed killer like this one from Resolva. 

 

Watering is also essential so keep an eye on the forecast and water accordingly to help your 

plants be at their best, remembering to water when the sun is low in the sky as not to burn 

leaves and flowers. Consider investing in a rainwater butt to save water, especially if you 

can’t use a hosepipe. Deadhead tired looking plants to make room for new blooms and trim 

your hedges to keep the garden looking neat. 

 

You can also get ahead of autumn by planting flowers such as wildflowers or pansies or 

hardier plants like Salvia, Leucanthemum or Agapanthus to ensure you have a bright, 

blooming garden even later into the year.”  

 

Stephanie’s Key Jobs for June: 

● Deadhead plants to prolong flowering 

● Keep an eye on the weather and water accordingly 

● Trim hedges and keep up regular lawn maintenance 

 

 

Stephanie recommends: 

https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-red-woodchip-mulch-100l-bag/1585959_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-red-woodchip-mulch-100l-bag/1585959_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/erbauer-elmp170sp51-167cc-petrol-rotary-51cm-lawnmower/5059340124438_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/erbauer-elmp170sp51-167cc-petrol-rotary-51cm-lawnmower/5059340124438_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-tomato-gardener-s-delight-vegetable-seeds/5063022557193_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-tomato-gardener-s-delight-vegetable-seeds/5063022557193_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/resolva-refill-xpress-weed-killer-5l/5023377009211_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/corded-450w-hedge-trimmer-450mm/5059340239439_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/corded-450w-hedge-trimmer-450mm/5059340239439_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-mix-wildflower-seeds/5063022551276_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/giant-assorted-pansy-seeds/5063022550996_BQ.prd


 
 

 
  

Mac Allister Corded 550W 

Hedge trimmer 

£69 

Verve Mix Wildflower Seeds 

£4.70 

Verve Sunshine Gazania 

Seeds 

£2.50 

 

All items are available in-store at B&Q and online now. Next day click & collect 
delivery is available on many products for a convenient shopping experience and 
B&Q Club members enjoy rewards every time they shop - helping them to create a 
home they love. For more information visit: www.diy.com. 
 

B&Q’s full yearly gardening guide is available here.  

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to editors 

Press contact: b-and-q-press@wearetheromans.com 

 

About B&Q:   

 

B&Q is the UK’s leading home improvement and garden living retailer with over 300 stores 

throughout the UK and Ireland, offering great prices, with over 700,000 products available to 

order at diy.com for home delivery or click and collect.      

 

For trade professionals, B&Q TradePoint offers exclusive membership to those in trades 

such as electricians, plasterers, fitters, plumbers, roofers, decorators, joiners, tilers, builders, 

landscapers and facilities and maintenance professionals. TradePoint members have 

exclusive access to dedicated TradePoint counters at around 200 B&Q stores as well as to 

Tradepoint.co.uk.  

  

B&Q launched the UK’s first home improvement marketplace in March 2022, adding 

additional choice for consumers. The marketplace offers a unique, integrated experience 

with in-store returns for many products and Click + Collect options being explored.       

  

Their team of more than 21,000 colleagues of all ages are respected nationwide for 

providing great home improvement help to customers. They’re the beating heart of B&Q and 

their iconic orange aprons are worn with pride.        

  

https://www.diy.com/departments/mac-allister-corded-550w-hedge-trimmer-500mm/5059340239446_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/mac-allister-corded-550w-hedge-trimmer-500mm/5059340239446_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-mix-wildflower-seeds/5063022551276_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-sunshine-gazania-seeds/5063022551849_BQ.prd
https://www.diy.com/departments/verve-sunshine-gazania-seeds/5063022551849_BQ.prd
http://www.diy.com/
https://www.diy.com/ideas-advice/outdoor-garden/your-gardening-calendar/PROD_hatpc_100135.htpc
mailto:b-and-q-press@wearetheromans.com


 
Every year, more than 20 million people improve their homes and make life better with B&Q, 

and every year the company achieves ever-higher standards for sustainable operations and 

sourcing, and supports our local communities, including funding B&Q Foundation grants and 

Shelter’s DIY Skills Advisors. For more information on our community initiatives visit 

diy.com/corporate/community or to read our Build a Life Project annual report visit 

diy.com/responsible-business 

  

B&Q is part of Kingfisher plc, the international home improvement company, operating 2,000 

stores in 8 countries across Europe.      

 

Follow B&Q on LinkedIn 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/b&q/?originalSubdomain=uk

